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THE NECKLACE 
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Jenny had been looking for a job for more 
than a year. 
 
She got interviews all the time, but they 
always gave the job to someone else. 
 
She was feeling really down. 
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Then one day she got a job offer. It was for 
one year. It was far away from where she 
lived, far away from her parents, her friends, 
from everyone she knew. 
 
Jenny didn't want to leave home, but this 
job was her chance. 
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She moved to a tiny town in the middle of 
the country.  
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Everybody there knew each other. It was a 
close community. 
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Jenny knew nobody. She was the stranger in 
town. 
 
She worked and she worked. 
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Slowly she got to know people but she 
always felt like an outsider. 
 
It was a good job, but the work was hard. 
Jenny worked long hours.  
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She spent a lot of time on the road. She often felt 
tired, and unhappy.  
 
She missed her family.  
She missed her friends. 
She missed life in the city. 
But she did her best and worked hard. 
At the end of the year, Jenny got ready to go 
home again.  
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She was looking forward to seeing her 
family again, and going out with her friends. 
 
It had been a difficult year. Had it all been 
worthwhile? She didn't know. 
On the last day she was packing her things 
when she heard a knock on the door. 
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It was a group of women from the local 
community. "You're leaving?" they said. 
 
"Yes." 
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"We want to thank you for all your work. You 
worked hard. You helped a lot of people." 
 
Jenny smiled. "Thank you." 
 
"This is for you." One of the women gave her 
a necklace. 
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It was hand-made. Every bead was different. 
Some beads were carved, some were 
painted, some were made of nuts from local 
bushes. Some were square, some were 
round, some were shiny, some were dull. 
 
 Jenny had never seen anything like it. "It's 
beautiful," she said. "Thank you." 
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The woman smiled. "It's a thank-you 
necklace," she said. "Each bead is different, 
and stands for a person you helped."  
 
She touched one painted bead. "And this 
bead is me. Wear this necklace and think of 
us." 
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"Thank you. I will treasure it." Jenny put the 
necklace on. 
 
The women hugged her. "Don't forget us," 
they said. "We won't forget you, Jenny." 
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Jenny got on the plane to go home. Had it all 
been worthwhile?  
 
She touched her beautiful thank-you necklace 
and smiled.  
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EXERCISES 
1) Find the mistakes in the sentences below and 

write in the correct word: 
   a) Jenny was looking for a cat. 

   b) It was easy to find a job. 
   c) She finally got a job that was close to home. 
   d) Jenny’s new job was in a big city. 
   e) Jenny knew lots of people there. 
   f)  She worked very lazily. 
   g) The work was very easy. 

2) Rewrite the passage below, filling in the gaps. 
It took Jenny a ______ time to find a job. When she 
did, it was only for a ______. It was a long way from 
her ________ and she was often very ________. She 
missed ________________________________ . 
When her year was up, and she was getting ready to 
_________ she wondered whether it had all been 
____________. Then some local women came to 
_________ her. They gave her a special __________ 
and told her she had done a __________ job. After 
that Jenny felt _________________________. 

3) About you: 
a) What was your first job? 
b) Did you like the job? Was it easy or hard? 
c)  Did you make any friends there?  
d) What was the best job you’ve ever had? OR If you 
could have any job in the world, what would it be?  


