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THE SHAVE 
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Kevin had long hair. It went past his 
shoulders. 
"You need a haircut," his friends said. 
 
"I like it long," Kevin said.  "I've had it long 
since I was fifteen." 
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"You're too old to have long hair now," his 
friends said. "You're nearly forty." 
Kevin shrugged. "I like it long."   
 
Kevin's friends were all going bald. 
Kevin's hair was long and thick and curly.  



4 

 
"You need a haircut," Kevin's boss said.  
He was bald, too. 
 
"I like it long," Kevin said. 
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"Would you cut your hair if we paid you?" 
Kevin’s friends asked. 
 
"No," Kevin said. "I like it long." 
 
"Would you cut your hair to raise money for 
sick kids?" 
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Kevin thought about that. "Okay," he said. 
"But you all have to sponsor me." 
 
His friends all sponsored him. His boss 
sponsored him. So did a lot of other people. 
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The day came for Kevin's haircut. 
 
His friends all watched. 
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It wasn't a hair cut — it was a shave. 
When they were finished, Kevin was bald. 
 
Kevin shrugged. "It'll grow back soon. And 
we raised a lot of money for sick kids." 
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Kevin's hair soon grew back.  
 
With short hair, Kevin looked younger. He 
looked more handsome.  
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The girls thought so, too. 
 
"Will you grow your hair long again?" his 
friends asked. 
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"No." Kevin smiled at the girls. "I like it 
short, now." 
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EXERCISES 

1) True or False. Copy out the true sentences and rewrite 
the false ones to make them true. 
1) Kevin wanted to cut his hair. 
2) Kevin’s hair had been long since he was twelve. 
3) Kevin was nearly forty. 
4) Kevin was going bald. 
5) Kevin’s boss had long hair too. 
6) Kevin cut his finger nails  to raise money for sick kids. 
7) Kevin’s friends sponsored him to cut his hair. 
8) Kevin raised a lot of money for sick kids. 
9) Instead of a haircut, he got a wig.  
10) Kevin was bald for the rest of his life. 
11)  His hair never grew back. 
12) Kevin looked older with short hair. 
13)  Kevin is going to grow his hair long again. 
 
2) Questions 
a)  Why do you think Kevin’s friends wanted him to cut his 

hair? 
b)  What does “sponsor” mean in this story?  
c)  Why did Kevin finally agree to cut his hair? 
d) Do you think he did the right thing or not? 
 
3) Your Opinion 
A) Do you prefer short or long hair?  Does it make a 

difference whether the person is male or female? Does 
the job they do make a difference? 

B) Have you heard of people shaving their hair to raise 
money for sick children? Would you shave your hair for 
charity? 

C) Do you support any charities? 


