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Story by Anne Dunn 
Pictures by Moira Hanrahan 

 

JUST ONE 
FRIEND 
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Rosie was sad. 
Her boyfriend had just dumped her. 
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Rosie lived in the city.  
Her family lived in the country.  
She missed them. 



4 

She had a new job.  
It was okay but the people weren’t very 
friendly. 
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Rosie had neighbours but nobody talked to 
her. They just said hello and kept walking. 
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Rosie was sad and lonely and she had 
nobody to talk to. 
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She went to the park. Rosie liked the 
park. It had big trees and quiet water. It 
was a bit like home.  
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There were kids playing in the park. There 
were families.  
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Girls were walking with their boyfriends, 
holding hands.  
Rosie felt very lonely.  
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She walked to a quiet part of the park. She 
looked at the water and thought about home. 
She thought about quitting her job and leaving 
the city. 
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Then she heard a sound. It was a sad sound. 
Rosie looked down in the water.   
A little dog was stuck in the water, caught in 
the mud and the branches.  
Rosie climbed down and got him.  
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He was very skinny. And someone had 
tied a brick to his leg.  
He was a dog that nobody wanted. 
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Rosie took the little dog home.  
She bathed him and gave him some food.  
She told him all about her boyfriend and 
her job and her neighbours.  
She told him about her family.  
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The little dog listened.  
Then he licked her chin.  
Rosie felt better then. 
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The next day she took him out for a walk. A 
neighbour saw the dog and stopped to pat 
him and talk to Rosie. 
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At the park some kids came up to pat the 
dog. Then Rosie and the kids and the dog all 
played together. 
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The little dog was waiting for Rosie after 
work. It was nice to have someone to 
come home to. 
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Rosie and her dog went to the park. They 
played with some kids. They talked to the 
neighbours.  
Then they came home and had dinner. 
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Rosie wasn’t so lonely in the city any 
more.  
Sometimes, all it takes is just one friend. 
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QUESTIONS 
 
1) Why was Rosie sad? 
 
2) Were Rosie’s neighbours friendly? Explain. 
 
3) What did Rosie like about the park? 
 
4) Name three types of people that Rosie saw in the 
park. 
 
5) What did Rosie find in the water? 
 
6) How did Rosie know that nobody wanted the 
little dog? 
 
7) What did Rosie do with the little dog? 
 
8) List three ways the little dog changed Rosie’s life. 
 
9) At the beginning of the story Rosie went to the 
park when she felt sad. Where do you go when you 
feel sad? 
 
10) Do you have a pet? Do you like pets? Explain. 


